[Effect of melittin on ion currents in heart cell membranes].
It has been shown on auricle fibres of the frog that neurotoxin from bee poison melittin suppresses the ionic currents entering the cell through calcium and sodium channels of the membrane, increases the background potassium current, suppresses phasic and tonic contraction of the fibres. Toxin modifies the kinetics of calcium channels, but does not affect activation and desensitization of beta adrenoreceptors. Effects of melittin are not decreased when adding the inhibitor of phospholipase A2 indomethacin. The results show that melittin directly affects the protein components of the membrane-ionic channels, probably binding with them.